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HGTY room makeover makes stars of Memphis couple and
decorator
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Thoy're all gettng used o baing recognized.

Sinco appaanng in tha Fab. 9 episade of HGTV's “Designars’ Challangs,” Drs. Steva and

Sylvia Richey and their interior decorater Jackie Glisson, gt recagrized a ot A room thil wes one

dark and Largely
"I got on & plane to Las Veges and a lady kepl looking at me,” Glisson said. *Finally she unused was
askad, Didn't | just S0 you on televigion the othar night? © transformed into a
Whan Glissan saki, yos, “5ha leaned aver to hor husband and said ‘1 told you it was him,' * E?-%ﬁ;i;fmly dpave

Thia Richays chosa Glisson, who owns Just 8 Dacorater, o rado a naarly empty room in
their 1470s-ara East Memphis home.

Cm "Designers’ Challsnge,” which airs locally on Thursdays st 530 pom., homeowners provide the monaey for the makeover
and sakect the person for tnesr project after presentations from thrae design professionals. The projects regquire a minimum
budget of &20,000.

"“WWe essentially slarted with am ampty room and we didn't even know how we wanted to use the room,” Syivie said.

Sinca the makeover, which imadived painting dark and dated panseling, updating femidure and adding an unusual wWindow
irgatmant calisd a |ﬂﬂ'|l:~fﬁ'qu|l'l - @ threg-5s3ed Comece-- the room has become a W-I"I'If}' adult fﬂ:‘ﬂi'}' room and B groal place
o entertain.

The Richeys apphed to "Designers’ Chalenge® after sesing a notice for the show in The Commercial Appeal,

"Thiz was i 3 surpnse show." 83kd Syivia, &n oncolaglst &1 the West CHRle. "That was what | Bke about i | had Input. |
dedn't want o be surprised.”

The couple liked all three proposals, "There was not 3 desgn we Jon like,” Save sald,
"Thay were all really great designs and we appreciated the work that weant into them,” Syivia said.

They chose GEsson becausa he addrassed evary Issue they had about the room. including the wood-panslad walls, the
red-brick fireplacs, the need for mora Bghling and thelr dasire to update the bar.

"Ha was atrla 10 sireteh our tudget and address every singla thing,” Sylvie sasd,

Glsson mal with tha Richeys for 30 or 45 minsies, sponding most of that Ume with Svivia, Stave poppad in for a8 menule
of two with one reguest, that the room include 3 wine cooler with a8 hurnidaor,

"I s@id, if | can find this wine cocler with this humédor, | will win this competition,” Glisson said.

It mow sits Insede the redesigned bar below Syivia's colsction of crystal banware and a contemporary green glass sink
=

"0 now, the funny thing is, all my patients are bonging me clgars.” sald Steve, a pan spacialist a1 the Mid-South Pain
Treatment Canter in Scuthaven.

Glmzon did the faméy rocm in varying shades of greens and golds, with natural elemenis, contemporary plecas and
angUes,

"I wantad e room o feel lke 7 was pulled together over tima.” Glisson said, "Wa mixed péecas and penads and pusied it
&l logether with fabric.”



The dominant fabric s a gresn and gold madalkon print 1hat covers the curved sofa. Glisson used a limesione-topped
antique French dresser as a sofa table.

"Thay cul the leqs off whoen | wasn't lgoking.” Syivia sakd.

"It was tog 1all, it had to be dona,” Glisson sald,

A contemporary art plece of woven willow branches hangs behind bwo upholstered Chinese Chippendale arm chairs.
Contempaorary pamtings by Memphis ariist Palti Smith aro also used,

Since the show aired, they've gotlan calis from old friends and classmates and even e-mals from etrangers, some
questioning their cholces, In parlicutar, foi&s want 1o know why they painted over the wood pansiing.

Gaszon has o ready answar. For ona, thay have the same paneling in the iving roam.

“And bacause of the deap aovarhang of the porch, this room Wwouwld hava baen so dark, it would hava baen lika having
pecpie hibemate.”

Giszon lefl the dark brown brick flagr {analhar mave questiansd by e-mallers). The couplds liked the flaor, it was In a@mast
al of the dovmstaks rooms and it woukd have beaen too difficult o change.

He softenad il in the conversation araa with an orental rug in soft colors,
He also kept the family's anligus game table, but re-covered the seats of the maiching chalrs,

Mow that the room b finished, il's used by the adults for enleriaining and by the couple's three children, Spencar, 9,
Sath, 4, Sarah, wha is almost 2. A socond daughter is dua i aboul PAD waeks,

Since doing the show, Glisson says, they've all becoms good friends.,
"The ciher nice thing i=, we're redaing the kitchen now,” he said.

= LEmda A, Moors: 529-2702
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